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LETTER LVIII,

December 23d,  1786.

MADEMOISELLE H&NCKE, or Madame Rietz, as you think
proper to call her, has petitioned the King to be
pleased to let her know what she is to expect,
and to give her an estate on which she may retire. The
Sovereign offered her a country house, at the distance
of some leagues from Potsdam. The lady sent a posi-
tive refusal, and the King, in return, will not hear any
mention made of an estate. It is difficult to say what
shall be the product of this conflict between cupidity
and avarice. The pastoral, in the meantime, proceeds
without relaxation. (<Inez de Castro* has several times
been performed at the German theater, imitated from
the English, and not from the French. In the fourth
act, the Prince repeats with ardor every oath of fidelity
to a lady of honor. This has been the moment of each
representation which the Queen has chosen to leave the
house. Was it the effect of chance, or was it intendedly
marked ? This is a question that cannot be answered,
from any consideration of the turbulent and versatile,
but not very feeble, character of this Princess.

When her brother-in-law, the Duke of Weimar, arrived,
the King gave him a very gracious reception; and, by
degrees, his countenance changed to icy coldness. Con-
jectures are that he has been lukewarm, or has wanted
address in his negotiation with the Queen, on the sub-
ject of the marriage, which is far from being determined
on. Two private houses have been bought at Potsdam,
and have been furnished with every degree of magnifi-
cence. And to what purpose, if marriage be intended ?
May not the wife be lodged in the palace ? Speaking of
arrangements, let me inform you that the King has sent
a M. Paris, his valet de ckambre, into Prance, to pay his
personal debts there, and to purchase such things as are
(290) loom. The
